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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 04845 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PGOV WB UR GW US UK FR 

SUBJECT: ABRASIMOV REMARKS ON STATUS OF BERLIN 

REFS: (A) USBER 738; (B) BERLIN 5506 

1 . THE FRENCH BONN GROUP REP (BOISSIEU) INFORMED US ON MARCH 17 
THAT - TO THE CONSIDERABLE SURPRISE OF THE FRENCH 

EMBASSY - PARIS HAD SUGGESTED THE ISSUANCE OF AN ALLIED 
COMMUNIQUE REBUTTING THE REMARKS MADE BY ABRASIMOV IN 
HIS MARCH 10 PRESS CONFERENCE CONCERNING THE STATUS OF 
BERLIN AND ALLIED RIGHTS. 

2. BOISSIEU ASKED FOR OUR VIEWS ON THE PROPOSAL. AFTER 
DISCUSSION WITH THE AMBASSADOR, EMBOFF RESPONDED THAT 
THE EMBASSY HAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE WISDOM OF SUCH A 
COMMUNIQUE. OUR THINKING, WE EXPLAINED, WAS THAT THERE 
WAS A CERTAIN PARALLELISM IN ALLIED AND SOVIET ACTIONS 
THUS FAR. ON JANUARY 6 THE ALLIED EMBASSIES HAD ISSUED 
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A PRESS STATEMENT CONTAINING OUR VIEWS ON THE RECENT 
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE GDR, AND WE HAD FOLLOWED THIS 
UP WITH DEMARCHES IN MOSCOW ON JANUARY 1 1. ON MARCH 10 
THE SOVIETS HAD RESPONDED IN KIND, WITH THE NOTES 
DELIVERED PRIVATELY IN MOSCOW AND ABRASIMOV'S PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS. CONTINUATION OF THE PUBLIC DIALOGUE FROM 
THE ALLIED SIDE COULD, IN OUR VIEW, ONLY SHARPEN THE 
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POLEMICS. WE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
PLANNED TO USE THE OCCASION OF HIS MARCH 18 SPEECH IN 
BERLIN TO REITERATE OUR POSITION AND THOUGHT THIS MIGHT 
BE A PREFERABLE AND LESS POLEMICAL WAY OF ANSWERING 
ABRASIMOV. 

3. BOISSIEU SAID THAT THE FRENCH EMBASSY ABSOLUTELY 
AGREED AND WOULD RECOMMEND TO PARIS THAT THE IDEA OF A 
FORMAL TRIPARTIRE COMMUNIQUE BE DROPPED. IT WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE FOR EACH OF THE THREE AMBASSADORS TO TAKE 
WHATEVER OPPORTUNITY AROSE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS 
PUBLICLY. 

4. FRENCH AMBASSADOR WORMSER WILL ALSO HAVE AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO DO SO IN THE NEAR FUTURE. HIS RETIREMENT AT 
THE END OF MAY HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED AND HE IS MAKING 
FAREWELL CALLS IN SAARBRUECKEN TODAY. THE SAARBRUECKER 
7, FITTING - NOTED FOR ITS RECENT EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 

WITH HONECKER - IS INTERVIEWING WORMSER AND HAS 
SUBMITTED QUESTIONS SPECIFICALLY ON THE ABRASIMOV PRESS 
CONFERENCE AND WORMSER'S LUNCHEON WITH ABRASIMOV ON 
MARCH 11. WORMSER INTENDS TO GIVE A DETAILED REPLY 
ON THE FRENCH POSITION ON THE STATUS OF BERLIN 
AND ALLIED RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

5. WE ARE REPORTING PRELIMINARY BONN GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
ON THE LARGER PROBLEM OF HOW TO REACT TO THE MARCH 10 
SOVIET NOTES BY SEPTEL. STOESSEL 
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